UNLV LIBRARIES

Author Series
Brought to you by the UNLV Libraries Center for Gaming Research

Presenting LARRY GRAGG,

author of Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture
February 23, 4 - 6 p.m.
Lied Library, UNLV

Introduced by Nevada Historian Dr. Michael Green

In his book Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture
Larry Gragg invites readers to view Las Vegas in an
entirely new way. Gragg considers how popular culture
has depicted the city and its allure over its first century. He
draws on hundreds of films, television programs, novels
and articles and identifies changing trends in how the city is presented.
In its earliest days, Las Vegas was promoted by boosters as the last frontier
town where cowboys and prospectors enjoyed liquor, women and gambling.
In the 1950s it was largely characterized as a sophisticated resort town. More
recently, Las Vegas has been depicted as controlled by organized crime,
offering non-stop entertainment and luxury.
Gragg introduces readers to gangsters like Bugsy Siegel and Tony Spilotro
and entertainers like Elvis and Frank Sinatra. His book is an eclectic blend of
stories, people sights and sounds that make up Las Vegas’ appeal.
Larry Gragg is Curators’ Teaching Professor of History and Chair of the Department of History and Political
Science at Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla, Missouri. He is the author of several articles
on Las Vegas in popular culture and on the promotion of Las Vegas in the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly,
Nevada in the West, History Today, Studies in Popular Culture, Journal of Popular Culture, and Popular Culture
Review. He currently is writing a biography of Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel.

RSVP BY MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17.
Register online at www.library.unlv.edu/gragg-rsvp
or call 702-895-2277.
Light refreshments will be served.
The UNLV Libraries Center for Gaming Research is proud to bring you the UNLV Libraries Author
Series, presenting writers from around the world whose work delves into Las Vegas’ past,
present and future in a variety of genres. Chat with the authors and learn about their inspirations,
research and processes, and connect with other book lovers.

UPCOMING AUTHOR EVENTS:
April 27, 2014 – Danielle Gomes
Hit Me!: Fighting the Las Vegas Mob
by the Numbers

